(Getting the boysto
dress as real men

. OTS0longago, [
was at the fu-
neral of some-

n one whom [ had

loved very much
shen I was a child. As we
itood around the graveside,
talking, one of the men said to
me, “Breda always read your
She was very proud of
. But, quick as a flash, an-
Jother man commented,
Yeah, but vou're always slag-
ging off us old fellas telling us
we don't know how to dress.
50 tell us now how we should

| be dressing!™

Men, justlike women, want
to feel young. Just like

 women, they can get lost in

time and wonder what they
should be wearing and, above
all, what exposes whatever
generation they are and how
can they avoid giving the
Eame away.

If they were women, they'd
hand themselves over to the
care of a boutique who would
pdvise them. But trendy
menswear boutiques don'tex-
ist, right?

I thought so until I visited
Gentlemen  Please of
Glasthule. Owned and run by

' Alan Kelly, a thirtysomething
' veteran of the rag trade, this
shop is a little gem.

“I have been in this busi-

 ness a long time, Everything
in menswear is dominated by
‘labels. 1 want men to buy
classy looks where no one
looks for a label,” Alan told
me. "Smart casual is perceived
almost asadirty word, butTdo
it well. Guys say to me "1 feel [
could wear this in a meeting.
' They dress classical and they
' Yook and feel good.”
" Gentlemen Please is full of
_richly-coloured clothes that
- are merchandised to make the
 fashion accessible, Sumptu-
cpus browns, golds and creams
¢ with flashesof sky blue, evolve
(into rails of slate, black and

roval blue.

"Mine is a very boutique
feel — the dark wooden floors,
the lovely dark leather couch,
antigue pieces around the
shop,.” Alan told me. “['ve trav-
elled a lot and I can tell vou
men’sshopsin Italy and Spain
are lovely — they're rich-
looking, decorative, classy. [
wanted to do that here.

“Since | opened last year, [
am finding a lot of my custom-
ers are smart casual dressers.
Lotz of people need clothes
thatcan be worninthe daybut
that move into evening too,”
Alan tald me.

IThadn't realized that men's
needs so closely mirrored
women's needs. [ also realise
that Alan, like me, is opiniomn-
ated, which when you are
looking for fashiom, is what
people want — direction.

“What you are getting in
this shop is me. My experi-
ence, my knowledge, my
time,"” he tells me, "Every man
should have a fine gauge knit
in his wardrobe. It's a classic
piece. It can be worn to
smarten up an outfit or bring
it back a bit.”

Alan picks out a lovely
brown, three-button collar
knit, puts it with a pair of hon-
eveomb-coloured drill trowa-
sers and a chocolate-coloured
jacket. It's gorgeous. | know
I'd definitely rate a man
dressed like this, big time.

He reaches for another
knit, this time a turtle neck in
pale gold — it's pure Steve
MeGueen.

"Very simple, very stylish,
very rich,” Alan says, like a full
stoptowhathe has just pulled
together. The look is smart,
vet rogue-ish and Steve
MeQueen and George Cloo-
ney definitely do come to
mind as the type of dressers
who would love this shop.

In menswear fashion,
ghirts are the most important
factor in an outfit. They, like
the accessories women invest

in, are the main indicators as
to “who™ vou are. Hence in
Gentlemen Please you can get
agreat suit for about €345, but
vou could end up spending
half that again on & stunning
ghirt and it would be money
well spent.

“Shirts are to menswear
what shoes are to women.
They are the place to play,”
Alan proceeds to pull out
about 10 shirts, some of which
aredesigned by him, and they
are just goTEeous.

‘ HE block of lots

of continental-

designed shirts

are too small

and most guys

are bigger than that,” Alan

told me. “T now design my own

range and I've got a fit in my
shirts that men love.

“1 think flat-front trousers
are much more flattering to
men. If a guy is short, pleats
can shorten him, especially
when the fabric sitz bulkily.”

S0 Alan does an extensive
range of flat-front trousers in
a choice of denim, chinos and
lots of cords.

“1 do a nice soft denim,” he
tells me. But what really im-
presses me is all the colour
and textures going on. This is
MEnswear?

“The look might be smart
casual but I try to enrich it. 1
want to get menswear that's
classical with a twist. I ask
men ‘what business are vouin,
what's your social life’ and I
work out from that what they
need.”

“It sounds like a lot of
work," 1 say.

“Yes, it is, but I think the
customer appreciates it
We're a small shop — we can
dot.

“I think women want to get
theirmen betterdressed. Men
are often too busyto shop s0
often their partners come in.
But what women want and

Men need to look of the time and not a victim of time, writes Constance Harris

what men are prepared to do
are two separate things.

"“Women like a look, they
bring the man in. He will be
slightly hesitant at first but
once we build up a rapport he
can see the possibilities. Once
he starts to trust me, let me
choose, and I get it right the
first time, I've been surprised
by the reaction. | mean, peo-
ple are so grateful.”

Gentleman Please stocks
labels from all over the world,
from Filippa K meénswear, a
cool new Swedish label which
is for the more fashion-con-
scious guy to the elegant Ital-
ian Nomi Bon knitwear, Al-
bertojeans, Caramelo, a great
Spanish range, suits by Ito,
gomeé Fred Perry, Versace
Sports and Versus.

The prices are not outra-
geous either for what isa rich,
stylish look with a lot of per-
sonal effort put in. Here vou
can get a long sheepskin
leather jacket for about €300,
caramel suede blazer €395,
suits for €350, shirts from €80
to €180, shoes and boots for
about €200,

“I'm very fussy and 1 sup-
pose the good side of that is
that I have to be satisfied that
someone looks good before |
let them out!,” says Alan.

Alan Eelly will navigate
fashion and pick out the bits
that will enhance a man, make
them look of the time and not
avictim of time.

That is how men should
dress,

Al clothes from Gentlemen
Please, 1 Adelaide Road,

Glasthule Village, Sandycove,
CoDublin.

Clothes worn by actor, Alan
Devine
Photography: Barry McCall
Styling: Catherine Condell
Malr: The Grafton Barber

Mabke=Up: Moelle Martin




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


